
    

 

 

What is a Walking bus? 
  
A ‘Walking Bus’ is a fun, safe and active way for children to travel to school. The Airth 
Primary School walking bus was launched in May 2013 and has been a success so far.  
 
Children are escorted by adults along a pre-defined route, with the adults acting as a ‘driver’ 
at the front and a ‘conductor’ at the back of the bus. The children are collected, at ‘bus stops’ 
along the route at agreed times. Parents/carers are an important part of the walking bus and 
success of the scheme depend totally their support. Volunteer parents, grandparents and 
carers take turns in supervising the bus. The scheme has many benefits including: 
 

• Reducing traffic and improving safety 

• Promoting healthy exercise 

• Developing pedestrian and social skills  

• Improving the school image 

• Giving children independence whilst in a safe environment 

• Improving attendance and punctuality 

• Saving time for parents 
 

What route does the bus follows?  

 
 

 
 
The bus will depart from the railings on Kennedy Way and walk along the Main Street 
stopping to collect children from South Green Drive just after the bus stop on Main Street. It 
will then turn right onto Elphinstone Crescent and cross the road at school gates. 
 
There is also a Walking bus operating from the North Green Drive. Contact the school for 
more information. 
 

The bus crosses the road at 
the school gates. 

The bus will line up between 
the hedges before railings. 

The walking bus will stop just 
after the bus stop on Main 
street to avid congestion at 
the bus stop. 



    

 

 

When does the bus operate? 
 
The Walking Bus will operate every day whatever the weather. During severe weather 
parents will be notified directly if it is not safe for the bus to run. The idea is to have a reliable 
bus! 
 
Timetable 
 
The bus operates to the following timetable: 
 
8.45am  Depart railings at Kennedy Way  
8.50am  South Green Drive Walking bus stop 
8.55am  School Play Ground 
 
 
Who can join the walking bus scheme? 
 
All Nursery to P7 children are welcome to join.  
 
Do I have to walk with my child every day? 
 
All parents are encouraged to walk with their child(ren) where possible however there is an 
option for a drop off for children 5 years or older. Parents of P1 and P2 children are required 
to drop their child(ren) off at the bus stop. Children under 5 years of age must always be 
accompanied by a parent or carer. 
 
Can children travel on the Bus on a casual basis?  
 
No: child must be registered with parental consent before they can use the walking bus but 
they won’t have to use the bus five days a week. This is to ensure that there will be enough 
adults helping with the bus.  
 
What is the minimum number of adults travelling with the bus? 
 
There will be a minimum of two adults per route, with a minimum adult: child ratio of one 
adult per eight children. Small children seated in their pram for the duration of the journey 
will be excluded from this ratio. If on any day, there are not enough parents helping with the 
bus, you may be asked to accompany your child on the bus or to drop them off at the school. 
For this reason it is important that volunteers keep their allotted day or arrange cover if they 
cannot be there.  
 
What if my child misses the bus? 
 
If a child misses the bus, it will be the parent’s responsibility to ensure that their child safely 
reaches the school. The bus will need to leave at the specified times in order to arrive at 
school on time. 
 
How can I join the walking bus? 
 
You will need to contact the walking bus co-ordinator at airthwalkingbus@gmail.com. Both 
parents and children are required to sign a consent form before your child can be issued with 
a yellow high visibility vest. These are provided free of charge courtesy of Kia Motors and 
should be worn at all times. Vest need to be returned to the school when a child stops using 
the Walking Bus. High visibility vests can also be provided for adult volunteers. 
 



    

 

 

How can I volunteer to help with the bus? 
 
We are always looking for more volunteers to help with the bus. Contact the walking bus co-
ordinator for more information.  
 
If I volunteer will I need to run the Bus every day?  
 
No. The bus will run on a rota and parents/grandparents/childminders will be asked to help 
1-3 days per week or on a variable/cover basis depending on your availability. The more 
adults are there, the safer the bus will be.  
 
Who can volunteer to ‘drive’ or ‘conduct’ a walking bus? 
 
All volunteers must be adults known to the school.  
 
Volunteers agree a rota for running the Walking Bus, so the work load is spread between the 
volunteers. You can advise the walking bus co-orninator(s) of your availability. At least one 
adult on the bus will need to be disclosure checked. This will be the drive or/and conductor 
where possible. 
 
Behaviour and safety on the bus 
 
All children must agree to behave in a sensible manner, or risk losing their place on the bus. 
Please talk to your child about good behaviour, walking away from the kerbside and the 
importance of wearing the high-viz vest before they join and at the start of each term. 
 
Accidents 
 
The bus carries a basic first aid kit and any accident or incident involving the Walking Bus 
must be reported to the school head teacher and the Lead Co-ordinator. Parents of children 
using the walking bus sign a form to show that they understand that they are responsible for 
their child’s journey to school on the bus. The walking bus is covered by the Parent-Teacher 
Association (PTA) public liability insurance.  
 
Who can I contact for more information? 
 
You can contact the Walking bus co-ordinators (Satu (P2) and Joy (Childminder)) via email: 
airthwalkingbus@gmail.com  


